St Thomas CE (VC) | Diary Dates:
Primary School

e Sports Day (provisional date) - Thursday 27" June
e Non uniform day - Friday 28" June — donation for

Newsletter the Summer Fayre
215t June 2024 Summer Fayre - Friday 5™ July

SEND Offer event Tuesday 9% July
Year 6 Disco — Tuesday 16" July
Year 6 Leaver’s Assemblies — Thursday 18 July

Head
Teacher’s
Message

| hope you are well. This week, | want to focus on gratitude and the enriching experiences
we've shared.

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone in our school community. Your support, whether
through volunteering, attending events, or simply being involved in your child’s education,
makes a big difference. We are grateful for our dedicated staff, enthusiastic students, and
supportive parents and carers.

This week, our students participated in activities for Windrush Day, learning about the
significant contributions of the Windrush generation. Through stories and history, the
children have gained a deeper appreciation for the Caribbean community’s impact on British
society. Their curiosity and respect have been truly inspiring.

Collective
Worship

This week we focused on Windrush Day to introduce our theme day which took place today.

FOST

We will be holding a tuck shop and selling raffle tickets for the Summer Fayre every
Wednesday & Friday after school, in the front playground. Any tombola or teddy donations
for the fayre can also be brought to FOST on these days. There will be a display of some of
the wonderful prizes on offer, it's well worth buying a ticket!

FOST will also be holding a tuck shop, for parents only, on Sports Day.

Our next event is the Summer Fayre on Friday 5th July. Please see the poster at the end of
the newsletter giving information about our Big School Bake Off. We are also holding a non-

Reception

uniform day on Friday 28™ June in exchange for donations of chocolate for the tombola.
In Reception this week we have been learning all about different g\
places around the world. We created habitat backgrounds to enhance ' ’
our small world play with various collage materials.

Year 1 have had great fun this week practicing and preparing for Sports
Day next week. We can’t wait to show you all our skills! Let’s hope the
sunny weather continues.

Year 2 have been looking at levers this week in Design and Technology.
We discovered that levers are used to move objects in an arch shape.
The children learnt that a lever is on a bar and has a pivot. They

learnt that a lever could make their person wave their hand or kick the
football. Year 2 did some super cutting and used a split pin for their pivot.




Grow was particularly enjoyable this week. For this week’s session we learned all about the
Roman way of life. During the afternoon, pupils had the opportunity to make Roman pots
out of clay, Roman swords out of willow tree, dress up as Romans wearing togas and
learned their Roman Empire names using their birthdays — pupils then used charcoal to
make ink to write down their new found Roman names onto cloth.
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We also attended a live online lesson, delivered by Yorkshire Water, on how to be safe near
open water. The children listened intently and were able answer many of the questions
asked. Hopefully now, pupils have a good understanding of the dangers of open water and
how to keep themselves safe.

In Year 4 this half term we are exploring a unit called
‘symmetry balance travel’. This unit focuses on pupils
movement skills within gymnastics. We have already
worked on symmetry using symmetrical and
asymmetrical shapes. Here you can see us working on
balance. We have been considering how we can use
different shapes and movements to create routines and
present them to our friends.

As the nation celebrates the anniversary of Windrush (ask your
child if you don’t know), Year 5 spent Friday afternoon learning
about the events, the traumas experienced and the way Britain
changed for the better. It was a very engaging afternoon that
provoked some very interesting conversations. Posters were
designed to show off their knowledge.

Kirklees. They help schools to deliver transition support
and get pupils thinking about how to make a safe
journey to their new high schools. We discussed road
safety and how to stay safe with our friends. We looked
at getting a bus and answered questions around getting
lost on the way to school. All the pupils had the chance
to think about their own journey and plan the route they
might take.

Year 6 had a visit from the Journey Planning team at .gj
r.




NHS!

South West Yorkshire Partnership

NHS Foundation Trust

Online workshops for parents/carers

Summer 2024

g

Join our online information sessions offering tips and advice to help improve the mental
health and emotional wellbeing of your child.

All sessions are free to book and will last around an hour. Topics include:

* Introduction to children’s mental health and wellbeing  * Transition to high school

* Supporting your child during the summer holidays » Sleep hygiene for primary school children

* The teenage brain » Sleep hygiene for secondary school children

* Preparing for the return to school * myHappymind - a tour around the app and how best to use it
* Managing big emotions * Supporting your child through GCSE/A Level exam results

» Self-harm

To book, visit:

www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/kirklees-keep-in-mind-86185654843

If you require a copy of

this information in any K kl =
other format or Ianguage g COlngCIL ees With all of us in mind.
please contact the Trust. =




NHS!

South West Yorkshire Partnership

NHS Foundation Trust

All sessions are free to book and will last around an hour

Introduction to children’s mental health and wellbeing

Tuesday 23 July at 10:30am
Thursday 8 August at 2:30pm

Wednesday 21 August at 10:30am

Supporting your child during the summer holidays

Thursday 25 luly at 10:30am
Wednesday 31 July at 2:30pm
Monday 5 August at 10:30am

The teenage brain

Tuesday 30 July at 10:30am
Thursday 15 August at 2:30pm

Friday 30 August at 2:30pm

Preparing for the return to school

Friday 26 July at 2:30pm

Wednesday 7 August at 10:30am

Managing big emotions

Thursday 1 August at 10:30am

Wednesday 28 August at 2:30pm

Self-harm for parents/carers

Thursday 1 August at 4pm

Tuesday 13 August at 12:30pm

Transition to high school

Tuesday 20 August at 2:30pm

Thursday 29 August at 10:30am

Sleep hygiene for primary school children

Wednesday 24 July at 2:30pm

Thursday 22 August at 10:30am

Sleep hygiene for secondary school children

Tuesday 6 August at 10:30am

Tuesday 27 August at 2:30pm

myHappymind- a tour around the app and how best to use it

Tuesday 27 August at 10am

Supporting your child with their exam results

Monday 12 August at 10:30am

Tuesday 20 August at 3:30pm

If you require a copy of

this information in any ﬁ K""I(lees

other format or language
please contact the Trust.

COUNCIL

With all of us in mind.



Attendance

We continue to monitor attendance and identify persistent absentees ~ Affendance Matiers
(less than 90%). We are keenly aware that there may be genuine and
compelling reasons for pupil absence and the monitoring involves
working with families to remove barriers and support pupils in their
school attendance.

: i
Every Day Counts....




National © -
Read-Aloud
Challenge

Free for children over the 3 months of summer — June until August

Safe and easy for your child to use without supervision

Independent Read-Aloud App with instant feedback

Helps maintain and improve reading skills - and helps beat the
‘summer slump’

Uses games, competition, leaderboards and prizes as a proven
method to engage children in a fun competitive way

Encourages a love for reading, fires up their imagination and
improves their reading age

Winning schools get 4 places to a fully funded day trip to London for
an awards ceremony hosted by Clare Balding CBE at Amazon HQ

Reading is fuel for our imaginations and reading well out
loud is all about confidence so let's get going.

Clare Balding CBE
Fonetti Brand Ambassador

#BeProudReadAloud



Bake anything of your choice
a whole cake, buns, biscuits, cookies, flapjack,
brownies - everything is accepted!!
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Bn [ KS1 will have 3 winners !
KS2 will have 3 winners !
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